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1, I N REF C AND SERIES OF SUBSEGMENT MESSAGES , JilSTY 
HA S COMMENTED IN BETA XL OH POINTS RAISED IN RE F A* 

THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ARE FUR- 
NISHED AS AN ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTION FOR TOUR UP CO MI* 


DISCUSSIONS 


REQUIREMENTS 


REQ U E ST ED BT WES IT BURINS TOUR VISIT ARE UN BERCOINS 


INTENSE REVIEW* BOTH 


IMPRES- 


SION THAT SIZEABLE INCREASES MAT BE DIFFICULT TO 
ACHIEVE* MT COMMENTS HILL DEAL FIRST WITH A FORCE 
OPTION FOR THE XN-COWTHT FORCES AND SECONDLY WITH 
THE STRATiaiC DEFENSIVE IN HW* 

3. WESTS HAS OUTLINED CLEARLY HIS OBJECTIVES AND 


WOULD 


REQUIRED 


SOMETHING LESS THAN 


WflCH WE WOULD LIKE TO #AV£, WE^ SHOULD ESTABLISH W HAT 


.tj 
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COULD be construes to se a conservative but reasonably 
attainable option, this, it sews to w# wools include 

THE 5TH HEOf BXVlSttn, THE «TK ARMORED CAVALRY RESIMOfT 
(ACR), THE NECESSARY SERVICE SUPPORT ELEMENTS MS THE 
NECESSARY MILITARY SPACES REWIRED TO REPLACE THr PRE- 
VIOUSLY CONSIDERED CIVIUANIZATION OT CERTAIN SERVICE 
SUPPORT ELEWNTS. AS A ROUG H OTItfttE* THIS PACK ACE 



4, THIS OPTION WOULD PROVIDE FOR THE ADDITIONAL ARMORED 
UNITS WHICH WESTY PREVIOUSLY REQUESTED AND WHICH W01H.D BE 
PARTICULARLY USEFUL IN I CTZ. ALTHOUGH ALL OF SW IS NOT 
OPTIMUM TANK COUNTRY. THERE ARE MANY AREAS WHERE ARMORED 
UNITS CAN BE EMPLOYED PROFITABLY AGAINST THE WEMY. 
NORTHERN I CT2 IS ONE OF THE BETTER AREAS* THE MOST 
EFFECTIVE USE OF ARMOR IN I CTZ WILL OCCUR BURINS THE 
APPROACH INC DRY SEASON) HOWEVER, BENEFITS WILL ACCRUT FROM 
HAVING ARMOR IN COUNTRY THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. THE 5IH HER 
DIVISION AND THE 61H ACR WOULD PROVIDE TROOPS WITH THE 
MOBILITY TO MOVE RAPIDLY WITHOUT THE NECESSITY OF RELYING 
SO HEAVILY ON HELICOPTER SUPPORT, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME 
MOVING THEIR FIRE POWER WITH THEM* A FORCE PACKAGE *U<3? 
PROVIDES FOR THE DEPLOYMENTS DESCRIBED ABOVE, WHICH IN 
EFFECT ARE AN OPTION HER 3 MINUS, WOULD GIVE US MAJOR 
IMPROVEMENTS, APPEARS TO BE FEASIBLE IN THE NEAR TERM, 

AND SfQULD BE DEPLOYED AS RAPIflLY AS CIRCUMSTANCES WILL 
PERMIT* 
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5, ALONG WITH THE SEP LOT KENT OF THE ADDITIONAL GROUND 
FORCE WITS, THESE WILL SC A REftWREHOft TO PXPtOT THREE 
TACTICAL FIGHTER SOUADRONS TO PROVIDE THE NECESSARY TACTICAL 
AIR SUPPORT* THESE CAN BE ACCOMODATED AND SHOULD BE MOVED 
INTO POSITION AT AN EARLT DATE. 

*. TURN INC TO THE AIR ItArt lVTTHX NORTH ,REF B EXPRESSES 
W CONCERN AND MT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AN INTENSIFIED ROLLING 
THUNDER CAMPAIGN* WILE THERE ARE THOSE WHO CONCLUDE THAT 
OUR OVERALL MILITARY EFFORT IS BOGGED DOWN AS A RESULT OF 
THE VC/HVA TET OFFENSIVE, IN CONTEXT OF THE ENTIRE PICTURE, 

NOTHING COULD BE MORE IN CORRECT * TRUE, THE ZRZMT HAS INTEN- 
SIFIED MARKEDLY RIS OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS IN SOUTH VIETNAM. 

WE RETAIN AND ARE PURSUING THE OFFENSIVE AGAINST THE ENEMY 
IN NORTH VIETNAM THROUGH THE ROLLING THIMDER CMffAIW. THE 
DEGREE TO WHICH ROLLING THUNDER INHIBITS THE ENEMY CAPABILITY 
TO CONTINUE HIS CURRENT LEVEL OF OPERATIONS IN THE SOUTH 
DEPENDS TO A VERT CONSIDERABLE DEGREE OR THE REMOVAL OR CON- 
TINUATION OF THE RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED CN OUR AIR OPERATIONS 
IN THE NORTH* 

7. REF B DESCRIBES THE SANCTUARY SITUATION WHICH THE 
ENEMY IS USING TO SUCH ADVANTAGE IN THE VICINITY OF HANOI 
AND HAIPHONG. HE IS, OF COURSE, USING THIS SANCTUARY CON- 
CEPT TO GREAT ADVANTAGE THROUGHOUT THE LOC STRUCTURE IN 
NORTH VIETNAM. OUR AIR FORCES REGULARLY IBINTIFY TRUCKS, 

RAIL CARS AND LOCOMOTIVES DISPERSED ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF 
CITIES AND IN VERY SMALL VILLAGES THROUGHOUT THE NVN PAN- 
HANDLE LOG'S. TRANSSHIPMENT POINTS AND STORAGE ARIAS LIKE- 
WISE ARE OBSERVED IN LOCATIONS WHICH TAKE ADVANTAGE OF U.S. 
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CONCERN TO UNIT LATERAL SAMAGE TO GIVIL POPULATION* 

# 

photographic evidence c mm indicates the situation 

DESCRIBED HEREIN # IN CERTAIN OF IRE LOCATIONS, THERE IS 

ktbt that the villages are truly populates and in some 

CASES IT APPEARS THAT BUtttY VIL LACES ART EMPLACES TO PROVIBE 
THE NX CESS ART SAN CHART FOR VEHICLES, ROLLXRC STOCK OR 
SUPPLIES* OUR CONCERN FOR CIVIL POPULATION WHICH PROMPTS 
THE RESTRICTIONS AGAINST ATTACK ON THESE WAR-SUPPORTING 
ENEMT ACTIVITIES HAS, AS ITS INS RESULT, FIREPOWER USED 
TO KILL U.S* AND FREE WORLD SOLDIERS, SAILORS AND AIRMEN 

AND CTOL POPULATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM* 

3* WHILE THE ENEHT PURSUES A POLICT OF ASSASSINATION, 
TERRORISM AND DESTRUCTION, PARTICULARLY IN THE URBAN AREAS 
OF SVN, HE ENJOYS THE BENEFIT OF SEMI-SAN CTUART IN HIS 
HOME LAND* WE ARE LIMITING BA MACE TO HIS TOTAL MXLITART 
CAPABILITY IN NVK WHILE THE ENEMY HAS PROGRESSED TO IN LI KITED 
WARFARE IN SVN* IT IS XN CONSISTENT FROM A MILITARY 
POINT OF VIEW TO BUILDUP AND REINFORCE US FORCES IN SW 
WITHOUT MAJOR RELAXATIONS OF EXISTING RESTRICTIONS ON 
OUR AIR AND NAVAL OFFENSIVE AGAINST NVN. THE AIR OFFEN- 
SIVE AGAINST NVN CAN BE INTENSIFIES, AS RESTRICTIONS ARE 
REMOVED, WITHOUT THE NEED FOR SIZEABLE ADDITIONAL FORCES* 

THE ENEMT’S CAPABILITY TO RESUPPLY AND REINFORCE IN THE 
SOUTH CAN BE DEGRADED SERIOUSLY BT FURTHER INTENSIFICATION 

OF OUR EF F OR T S AGAINST NVN* 

9* TO IMPROVE THE POSTURE FOR A SUSTAINED, FULLY EFFECTIVE 
ROLLING THUNDER CAMPAIGN DURING THE COMING GOOD WEATHER 
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SEASON* ADDITIONAL AIR SQUADRONS SHOULD BE POSITIONED IN 
THAILAND* JUariW SHOULD BE BfITlATED NON TO ACTIVATE 
NAM PHONG AIR BASE AND TO DEPLOY THERETO A MINIMUM Of 
THREE F-4 SQUADRONS* 

ib * sjTsmms^ i versus propose the following as a rzsohAble 

AND ATTAIKAELE KXBKLE IgROUND* ~~~ 

A* DEPLOYMENT OF CROWD FORCES AS DESCRIBES HEREIN, 

WHIG! IK EFFECT IS AN OPTION NS* 3 MINUS* 

B* DEPLOYMENT OF THREE TACTICAL FIGHTER SQUADRONS FOR 
IN COUNTRY EMPLOYMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE ADDITIONAL GROUND 
FORGES* 

C. ACTIVATION OF NAM PHONG AIR BASE, THAILAND, AND 
DEPLOYMENT OF THREE F-4 SQUADRONS* 

D. AUTHORIZATION TO CONDUCT AN AIR OFFENSIVE 
ROLLING THUNDER CAMPAIGN AS DESCRIBED IN REFERENCE B. 
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